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Ehrlichiosis in Australia - the advancing threat 
Cases of Canine Ehrlichiosis have now been seen extensively 
across northern Australia, from Western Australia, Northern 
Territory, Northern and Northwestern Queensland and down 
through northern parts of South Australia. This is no longer 
a notifiable disease as the condition is now seen as endemic 
in these areas and the chance of eradication of this terrible 
disease has long gone. There is still a biosecurity obligation to 
take all reasonable steps if you suspect you have an infected 
dog to prevent further spread of this disease.
Cases have been reported in every state bar Tasmania, 
however, at this point in time, cases reported in both NSW 
and VIC have been from dogs that have travelled from 
the Northern Territory. There are new restrictions on dogs 
travelling into Tasmania as a result.
The number of areas where cases have been reported in QLD 
has increased and at latest reporting (early 2026), many north 
and north western districts have been listed including Mt Isa, 
Townsville, Carpentaria to list a few.
Any dog that is travelling through brown dog tick infested 
areas of Australia (including the whole of Queensland) may 
be at risk of infection. Brown dog tick infested areas include 
northern NSW, and with increasing climate warming, this line 
may push ever southwards.  Maps that show the extent of 
where the brown dog tick is found throughout Australia can 
be seen on most (DAFF) Government sites.
Equally, most state web sites now have fairly up-to-date 
information available on Ehrlichiosis, the disease, its treatment 
and ways to try and prevent infection.
This is a deadly disease, and all dog owners should be aware of 
this advancing threat.
Best sites to check:-
Australian Government’s Department of Agriculture: Search 
Results - DAFF - review details on Canine Ehrlichiosis 
guidelines for dog owners and guidelines for veterinarians. 
Ehrlichia canis information for veterinarians | Business 
Queensland - updated 4.11.25.
I would strongly recommend that all owners regularly 
check their individual state’s information bases (usually the 
Department of Agriculture) for regular updates on this fairly 
rapidly moving situation. While 2 of these sites are aimed 
at veterinarians, they offer very good information about 
the disease itself, its diagnosis, treatment and above all, 
prevention!
Check dates, recent updates are important to keep in mind as 
the most current information available of where the deadly 
disease is moving.
Dr Karen Hedberg BVSc,
Chair Dogs Australia Health and Wellbeing Committee
March 2026

APPROVAL OF 2028  
NATIONAL AGILITY TRIALS - DOGS SA

2028 National Agility Trials to be conducted by the Dogs 
SA Agility Advisory Committee via Dogs SA on 7 to 12 
June 2028 at a venue yet to be identified.

2027 NATIONAL SHOW/RESTRICTED TRIALS - 
POODLE CLUB OF QUEENSLAND INC

Poodle Club of Queensland Inc via Dogs Queensland have 
withdrawn from hosting this event in 2027.

APPROVAL OF 2028 NATIONAL/RESTRICTED TRIAL - 
GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG CLUB OF SA INC

2028 National Show with a Restricted Obedience and Rally 
Trials to be conducted on 31 March to 2 April 2028 at the 
German Shepherd Dog Grounds, West Beach, SA.

RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF OBEDIENCE TRIALS - 
CLARIFICATION AMENDMENT

7. EXHIBITS - Page 4 - Fouling

Amended to read:

A dog which fouls at any time while it is under the control 
of the Judge must be disqualified and leave the ring 
immediately.

DOGS SA - SUSPENDED MEMBERS

· Marie Della Pace 5100065995 - Suspended until
27th January 2031

DOGS NSW TERMINATED/SUSPENDED MEMBERS

· Mrs Cherilyne Blackman 2100000555
– terminated 14 February 2026

· Mrs Wendy Whitten 2100060535
– terminated 14 February 2026

· Mrs Grace Woodward 2009009290
– 6 months suspension from 14 February 2026

DOGS VIC TERMINATED/SUSPENDED MEMBERS

· Mrs Maureen Nelson (3100012924)
- suspended from 14/01/2026

· Miss Kylie Strain (3100031184)
- suspended for 6 months from 19/01/2026

· Mr James Markham (3100033223)
- suspended for 6 months from 22/01/2026

· Ms Julie Gaskin (3100023503)
- suspended for 6 months from 23/01/2026.


