
Dogs West Supports Canine Cancer Research at 
Murdoch University 
 
Dogs West is proud to announce its continued support of veterinary 
science through the approval of a $25,000 research funding agreement 
with Murdoch University for 2025–2026. 
 
This funding will contribute towards two cutting-edge research projects 
within Murdoch’s School of Veterinary Medicine Residency Program — 
both aimed at improving cancer diagnosis, treatment, and outcomes for 
dogs. 
 
The projects selected for support are: 

• Immunohistochemical Expression of Schlafen 11 in Canine 
Neoplasms and Its Association with Therapeutic Response to 
Topoisomerase Inhibitors and Platinum-Based Chemotherapy 
– $15,000 
This study will explore the potential of the Schlafen 11 (SLFN11) 
protein as a biomarker for predicting chemotherapy effectiveness 
in canine cancers, paving the way for more personalised and less 
toxic treatments. 

• Integrative Genomic and Transcriptomic Analysis of Mast Cell 
Tumours – $10,000 
This project aims to improve prognostic accuracy for dogs with 
mast cell tumours — one of the most common canine cancers — 
by analysing genetic and molecular profiles to identify new 
diagnostic markers and therapeutic targets. 

 
Both projects will be led by Dr Albert Thomas, Lecturer in Veterinary 
Oncology at Murdoch University, and form part of the University’s 
specialist residency training program. 
 
Dogs West recognises the critical importance of advancing veterinary 
research that benefits dogs across all breeds and disciplines. Through 
this partnership, our members’ support continues to contribute to better 
health outcomes for dogs throughout Western Australia and beyond. 
 
As part of the agreement, Murdoch University will promote the projects 
in partnership with Dogs West through its marketing and communication 
channels. 
 


